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A. Advocacy Organization/Advocate(s) Selection and Engagement to Date. (Explain why the advocacy organization and 
the advocate(s) are appropriate for the proposed research project. Detail your interactions with the advocate(s) and 
their organization in preparing this application.) 

The PI and research team members have had fruitful discussions with local advocates from Save Ourselves 
Breast Cancer Organization (SOS) of the greater Sacramento area, represented by Dr. Cass Brown Capel. 
The mission of SOS is to ensure that no one faces breast cancer alone through their support groups and 
breast cancer helpline. SOS promotes proactive participation in all aspects of breast treatment and 
recovery, early detection, and making healthy lifestyle changes. As a breast cancer survivor and advocate 
for more than 28 years, Dr. Capel currently facilitates over 75 psychoeducational breast cancer support 
groups annually and chairs monthly educational forums in the Sacramento region.  

On August 21st 2014, the PI Dr. Wang, the co-investigator, and Dr. Capel met at UC Davis and discussed 
the concept and potential impact of the proposed project. On September 2, 2014, the UC Davis team 
hosted a roundtable meeting at UC Davis Medical Center and discussed the proposed project with six SOS 
members who are breast cancer survivors and advocates (ranging from newly diagnosed to 27 years post 
diagnosis). During our three-hour meeting, the advocates showed great interests and provided enthusiastic 
help with conceptualization and interpretation of the significance and applications of this project. We have 
made a plan for further advocate involvement and timely communications with regards to the progress of 
this project.  

B. Advocate(s) Role in Proposed Research. (Describe the role of the advocate(s) in the project design, implementation 
and dissemination of results; be specific.)  

Dr. Capel will continue her active involvement in the project design, including providing input related to risk 
stratification of breast cancer from the perspective of an advocate. As a breast cancer psychoeducational 
support group facilitator, she has listened to women with breast cancer for the past 24 years. She will 
participate in discussion meetings with the research team to evaluate the progress of this project. She will 
also be in charge of the dissemination of the on-going research and potential results to the breast cancer 
community with whom she interfaces on a regular (daily) basis.  

C. Meeting and Payment Plans. (Note plans for when and where the advocate(s) and research team will meet and how 
you will communicate between meetings. Specify the basis and mechanism for paying the advocate(s) for time and 
effort and for reimbursing their expenses.)  

Our current plan for advocacy involvement of this project includes: 
1. SOS will invite the research team to present at the educational forum in the November of 2015 to talk

about their research and on a variety of topics like overtreatment, radiation dose, breast imaging that are 
of interest to the breast cancer community.  

2. The local advocates will visit the UC Davis research laboratory after the initial testing stage, review the
initial results, and discuss the impact of the project. 

3. At the completion of the project, the UC Davis research team will be invited to present and report their
results at the monthly educational forum. 

4. The advocate’s time, effort, and expenses will be reimbursed on the hourly rate basis at $125/hr, paid by
check out of the grant funding. Monies not paid to the advocate will be donated to Save Ourselves 
Breast Cancer Organization.  
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