
Module 4:  
How can advocates 
improve and help 
with research? 
Technical Assistance 
Materials for Investigators 
California Breast Cancer Research 
Program 



“I cannot say enough good things about the support provided to our clinical 
trials research by the advocates involved with our research. Preparing to 
present our plans to these advocates and subsequently our findings helped 
us to focus on making our presentations logical, clear and understandable. 
They made critical suggestions relevant to how our presentation would be 
perceived by both scientists and lay people. Their input helped us to focus 
our research on the important issues and led to changes of a variety of 
things including the title of our trial to be more sensitive and considerate of 
the women in our trial.  The advocates also made our involvement in breast 
cancer research more poignant and consequential adding some urgency to 
get things done.” 

–David Feldman, M.D., Stanford School of Medicine 
 

"I have worked with advocates for several years and their 
patient perspective has helped shaped the goals of our 
breast research program.  Our collaborations have 
enriched the lab and I look forward to continued 
interaction." 

–Rob West, M.D., Stanford University Medical Center 

 

“Working with advocates has brought a whole new dimension to our research. The advocates provide a unique perspective and 
critical feedback that helped strengthen our research proposals and projects. We are grateful for their involvement and 
participation as part of the research team” 

–Sharon Pitteri, Ph.D., Stanford Cancer Institute 

What do Investigators Say? 



Roles Advocates Play in Your 
CBCRP Research Project 
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LOI & Application Preparation and Submission: 
 

 Offer feedback on specific areas 
 Impact on patients 
 Critical path 
 Translational potential 
 

 Develop and Review sections of proposal 
 Project Summary 
 Translational Goal  
 Impact on Breast Cancer  

 
 Through these steps, help communicate the importance of 

project to BC patients and families 
 

 Collaborate in defining their role during the project’s 
implementation and dissemination of the results 

 
 Work with your team to make public abstract accessible to non-

scientific audience 
  
 
 
  

 

Research Project:  
 
 Participate in team meetings 
 
 Help with crafting plain language summaries for talking 

with public about project and results 
 
 Talk with community about projects, research, and 

importance 
 
 Help with creating materials (educational and outreach)  
 
 Impact translational potential of research 

 
 



Roles Advocates Play in 
Research 

Table from Perlmutter, J., Bell, S.K., and Darien, G., Cancer Research Advocacy: Past, Present, and Future, Cancer Res; 73(15) August 1, 2013 



Resource: Reading List on 
Advocacy Involvement 



Reach out to CBCRP 
 1-888-313-2277 
 Program Officers 
 Katie McKenzie, Ph.D. katherine.mckenzie@ucop.edu  
 Senaida Poole, Ph.D. senaida.poole@ucop.edu 
 Carmela Lomonaco, Ph.D. carmela.lomonaco@ucop.edu 
 General Email: getinfo@CABreastCancer.org 
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